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Newsletter time

Hello everyone, I hope your summer went well.  Mine was a very busy one, with work,  Miranda and with Melissa's pregnancy too.  I have very little time to do my research and my  updates, but I'm trying to make time for everything.  I even bought a laptop so I can work in places other than on my computer at home.  

I am meeting all sorts of fascinating Burdick's through my research and it makes me very happy to be able to share some of my correspondence with them, with you.  Through Howard Burdick's website at www.burdickfamily.org I have had more and more people request to be part of my newsletter circulation, hopefully they find this as interesting as I do writing it.  To my new "subscribers"

welcome to the family! 

Many of the articles I put into my newsletters are taken from various web sites, books and other writings about our family.  We are very fortunate to belong in a family with a history such as ours.  Our lineage can be traced back hundreds of years and the origin of the Burdick name can be traced to one single person, as you are about to read.  Our Burdick history has been very well documented, making research less strenuous.  That is one of the reasons I do my newsletters, so future generations of Burdick’s can use them as I am using other available Burdick sources.    I know many of you keep my newsletters, I appreciate that, however, if you need a copy, visit Howard’s website, he posts all of my newsletters at the bottom of his “newsletter” page.

For the record, I am about to obtain some very important, very useful and hopefully very legible Burdick documents.  I have to purchase them but believe me, when I can make them available to everyone; I think you are going to enjoy them.  That’s all I will say about that.

As you can tell, I have decided to email my newsletter to everyone, instead of mailing it through conventional mail.  I figured that most everyone has email, so it could get out even quicker this way.  If, for some reason, you could not retrieve the Newsletter through your email address, please let me know and I will print it out for you.  

The history of the Burdick Family

I found the following Burdick information in the, “Descendant’s of Robert Burdick of Rhode Island.”  I thought you would like to know more of our history.

Robert Burdick was born in about 1635, in Devonshire, England and he died on 25 Oct 1692, in Westerly, Rhode Island.  Known as “the Emigrant” he was the first Burdick of record in America.  He was living at Newport, Rhode Island in 1655, having come to Newport from England in 1651.  He was admitted a freeman of the colony of Rhode Island on 20 May 1657.  In the westward expansion of the early New England colonies, Robert and two others laid claim to a tract of land called the Pequot country.  In October 1658, Massachusetts a small settlement which had been made there to be a plantation with the name of Southertown (now Stonington), and annexed it to Suffolk County, Mass.  Special commissioners and a constable were appointed to administer it.  The R.I. assembly, the next month, retaliated by warning all settlers in the disputed area that if they put their lands under another colonial government their holdings would be confiscated.  Meantime, the Narragansett settlements (of R.I.) bought from the Indians, under the name of the Westerly Purchase, land a part of which lay in Southertown, and began to settle it.  Among the settlers were Robert Burdick, Tobia Saunders and Joseph Clarke, farmers of Newport, and they soon found themselves in the thick of a fight between Massachusetts and Rhode Island.  The three men eventually were arrested and jailed for two years as a result of the mess they were in.  

Robert Burdick’s name was among the first group of 25 incorporators in 1660, to settle a tract at Misquamicut, later named Westerly, Rhode Island.  On the outbreak of King Philip’s War, Westerly was on the exposed frontier.  He moved his family, in July 1675, to Newport, but subsequently returned to Westerly, to help fight in the war with the other settlers.  In 1679, the family returned to their Westerly home and Robert was elected Deputy for the town.  For the years 1680, 1683, 1685 he was a deputy to the General Court of Rhode Island from Westerly.  On 17 May 1691 he and his wife Ruth sold 100 acres of land for 10 pounds.  8 March 1692, he made an agreement with his son in law, Joseph Crandall by which the latter was to take care of his father in law and find him suitable meat, drink, washing, lodging and apparel, etc., for life, in consideration of which Joseph Crandall was to have the dwelling house and land adjoining forever, and until Robert Burdick’s death, to have also use of oxen, cart, two cows and eight swine, and then to be returned to be disposed of by will, except the cart and wheels.  On 25 Oct 1692, he, having died without perfecting his will, an agreement was made by his sons and son in law.  All of his possessions were divided up between all of his children.  Ruth Burdick, his wife, died the year before.  Both Robert and Ruth were progenitors of “the old Rhode Island Burdick family, which has been identified with the history of the colony and the commonwealth, respectively, for 250 and more years.”  A glance over the records of the Colony and State shows that persons of the Burdick name have from the start to present been entrusted with public offices of trust and honor in their communities and towns, and that the name has been continually worthily borne.”

There is good reason to believe that the Burdick surname is identical with Burditt (also spelled Burdett, Burdette, etc.)  The spelling Burdick is not given in English works on surnames, and like many American names it is probably a variation in spelling from the English Burdett, etc.  Add to this fact that the name of Robert Burdick, the emigrant ancestor, appears on the official record of Rhode Island and Massachusetts variously as Burdict, Berdick, Burdett, Burditt, Burdit and Burdick (as will be shown later), and it seems reasonably certain that his ancestors are to be found among the ancient family of Burdett’s in England.  Before the Normans came to England, the Bordets or Burdett’s, were Baron’s of Cuilly, near Falaise, in Normandy.  Cuilly or Quilly formed only part of the possessions of the Burdett’s.  Their name seems to have been adopted from the place named Bourdet.  Two brothers of this name, Robert Bordet, Lord of Cuilly, and his brother Hugh, came to England with the conqueror.  On the Roll of Battle Abbey the name is spelled Burdet.  Robert and Hugh both appear in the Domesday as sub-tenants in Leicestershire, where Hugh had considerable estates under the Countess Judith.  The wife and son of Robert are also on the list of landowners.  Robert was dead before 1086, when his widow held land from Hugh de Grandmesnil, in Lincolnshire (Dom. I, 232b).  He had a son Hugh, and this Hugh had sons Robert de Cuilly, and Walter de Cuilly, from whom descended the Cuilly, Quilly, De Cuilly’s, de Culeys, Culey, Cully, Colley, Culai, Cuily’s, Cailey’s, Cayles, and Cuiley families.  Dugdale tells of a William Burdet, “who flourisht in Henry the 11’s time,” and who was undoubtedly  an ancestor of the later families of Burdett.”  “The said William Burdet, being both a valiant and devout man, made a journey to the holy land for subduing of the infidels in those parts…”  He left two sons, Hugh, whose line expired in the next generation, and Richard, who died in 1223.”  It is probable that Robert Burdick, or Burdett was a descendant of some of these ancestors.  Names of those who may have been his relatives appear very early in Colonial records.  A William Burditt, aged 25, came to Virginia in the “Susan” in 1615.  George Burditt, or Burdett came from Yarmouth, Norfolk, England, where he, by popular election had preached two years, and resided for a time at Salem, Mass.  William Burdick was master of the ship “Hopewell” which brought many colonists to this country in 1635.  A Robert Burditt, who may have been related to the Robert above, was born in England in 1633, came to New England when a young man, and settled in Malden, Mass.  There he married Hannah Winter, in November 1653.  The names of their children are similar to those of the Rhode Island family, being Hannah, Mary, Joseph, Thomas and Ruth.  He died on 16 June 1667.  His descendants retained the spelling Burditt.  Robert Burdick, married Ruth Hubbard, the daughter of Samuel Hubbard and Tacy Cooper, 02 Nov 1655, in Newport Co., R.I.  Ruth was born on 11 Jan 1640, in Agawam, Hampden Co., ME.  She died in 1691 in Westerly, Washington Co., R.I. and was buried in Westerly.  

This is all very interesting to me.  The history of our family could quite possibly come from Royalty.  This takes our history back over 900 years, if this is accurate, this is great.  

Melissa's Pregnancy

As most of you know, my wife Melissa has been having a rough pregnancy.  She was diagnosed early on that her placenta had severely separated from her uterus, which could be fatal to either her, the baby or both of them.  The doctor immediately put Melissa on strict bed rest, telling her that going to the bathroom was more than she wanted her to do.  The doctor also told her that this could very likely last the entire time, until she delivers.

Having a 17 month old to chase after, being on strict bed rest would have been an impossibility had it not been for our family and friends.  My concern was not for Melissa in the evenings, but for the 10 hours a day that I was at work.  We seemed to have an endless list of people

offering to help us out, coming by and sitting with Melissa and Miranda during the day.  Friends like Colleen Hotz and Tracy Fawcett were incredible with how easy they made it on Melissa and Miranda.  Our mothers were an amazing help too, and so were my sister-in-law, Lisa

and my sister Tricia.  Our friend Noelle Carroll even came by in the evenings, to give me a much needed mental break.  Everyone offering his or her time to come over to play with Miranda and to just take some stress away from Melissa

My responsibilities around the house have increased 1000%, I have to admit, I’ve become very domesticated!  I do all of the dishes, give all of the baths to Miranda, change all of the diapers and do all of the laundry.  Of course, I'm not complaining, I am doing what I am 

supposed to do, as a husband and a father, it's actually fulfilling in some way. The toughest thing of all is that I get very little "Joe time," which is something that I value and need.  I am not selfish though, I'll just take it when I can get it!

Miranda and I have been getting a lot of Daddy/daughter time together; I don't want her to be confined to the house, just because Melissa is.  So far we've gone to the beach, the zoo, swimming several times, walks to the park and on a few bike rides.  I am really having a lot of fun with her and I have formed a deeper appreciation for what Melissa does on a daily basis.  I think Miranda and I have formed an even stronger bond, she now looks to me for comfort and she is a lot more huggy and kissy with me.  I know it makes Melissa a little sad but, she isn't being replaced, I'm just standing in for her, for a while.

Melissa found out we are having a boy; we have decided to name him after me, Joseph Warren Burdick Jr.  We are getting the son that we wanted!  I always liked the way my parents named me after both of my Grandfathers’; this will be a nice living tribute to both of them, again.

On Tuesday, July 20th, Melissa had an appointment with the specialist, to get another ultra-sound of the baby.  We were able to see everything and how he is developing-everything looks good!  The doctor noticed that there is a "cyst" in the baby's brain.  He told us not to be alarmed by it, that it will most likely be gone by our next visit.  He did have to tell us about the possibility that the cyst could turn into something else.  There is a small percentage that the cyst could be downs syndrome, Edwards Syndrome or something else, but stressed that 98% of the time, it is nothing.  We are putting our faith in God that we will be given a healthy baby and we trust that God does not want our son more than we do.

The doctor also told us that Melissa's placenta has re-attached itself, and he took her off “strict bed rest."  That was good news to us because Melissa was also told that she could return to her desk job.  The bed rest put a huge strain on us financially but finances was

the least of my worries.  The health of Melissa and our unborn son were what is important.  Now that she is allowed to go to work again, I think it will relieve even more stress from her, for now she won't sit home and think about her condition.  She still can't do things like go to the beach, go to the zoo or anything that involves much activity but she is allowed to go outside and try to enjoy some of the summer and Miranda's outdoor activities.

On August 27th, Melissa had another appointment with the specialist, I have to admit, I was really nervous.  The doctor came in and did the ultra-sound, the new 3D ultra-sound.  Anyway, he said everything looked fine, the cyst was gone (as he expected it would be), there were no “markers” and he is not worried at all.  He said we now stand just as many risks as any normal pregnancy.  This was wonderful news, I have been keeping myself from getting too excited about the baby, until I got word that things look good, that was a great day.  

Miranda is now 20 months old, she knows there’s a baby in Mommy’s tummy, and she calls it a, “baby inside” and “baby Joey.”  She kisses Melissa’s tummy and even rests her head on it to feel the baby, it’s so adorable watching her with Melissa, and we know Miranda is going to be a wonderful big sister.  The three of us couldn’t be happier at this point.  We’re expecting the new arrival on December 11th, but I have a feeling he’ll come on either my Mother’s birthday (Nov. 27th) or my Father’s (Dec. 5th).  I think God is looking after us!

The Burdick Sewing Machine

What could be better than appliances named after Burdick’s?  There are several things named after our family, today I would like to profile one of them, the Burdick sewing machine.  Below is an article I found about the Davis Sewing Machine Company, and about the Burdick machine.

The founder of the company, Job A. Davis, began the small scale manufacturing of a sewing machine around 1860, in New York City.  In all likeliness, he may have manufactured a sewing machine similar to the New England or Common Sense chain-stitch sewing machines that were popular in the 1860’s and early 1870’s.  This would explain the “Vertical Feed” mechanism used on later Davis machines.

Although Davis machines created a lock stitch, both styles of machines used a walking foot to feed cloth through the machine.  Like the New England and Common Sense machines, Davis sewing machines featured a walking foot or “Vertical Feed,” which by the 1880’s had become a peculiar feature of the Davis sewing machine.

Lacking feed dogs, the Davis machine used a kind of  “walking foot” to move cloth forward with each stitch made.  These machines continued to be manufactured into the 1890’s, at which time they were replaced with more conventional models employing feed dogs.

In 1869, the operation was moved to Watertown, NY, where the Davis sewing Machine Co. was incorporated and began the large-scale manufacture of the Davis vertical feed sewing machine from 1871 through 1886.  After 1886, the operation was moved once again, to Dayton, Ohio where production continued from about 1889-1924.

…The first Davis sewing machine sold through Sears Roebuck & Co., was the Burdick, introduced in 1900.  This was soon followed by a number of different Minnesota models in the following years.  The Minnesota “A” was the best of the models, featuring ball bearing movements and a positive feed mechanism.  The models “B” and “C” were lower costing models which did not possess the “A” machine’s various improvements but which nonetheless were a superb deal for the prices they were offered for.  

Because the company had grown to become so independent on sales through Sears Roebuck & Co., for its sewing machines, it eventually went out of business in 1924.

A Book Worth Reading

I have read a lot of books over the last several years, only three have been so perfectly written, that I did not want to put them down.  “Descent into Darkness,” by Edward C. Raymer, was a book that I literally read in a weekend, it was that interesting.  It is about a Navy salvage and recovery diver, during WWII.  “We were soldiers once...and young,” by Harold G. Moore, was another book that I couldn't put down.  “We were soldiers…” was eventually made into a movie, starring Mel Gibson, the movie paled in comparison to the book!  Both were books about war and real life experiences, one dealing with WWII and the other about Viet Nam. 

I recently read a book that was the most thought provoking, interesting and touching book I have ever read.  The book is “The Da Vinci Code”, by Dan Brown.  To say this book was fascinating and intriguing would be an understatement.  Whenever I had free time, I was reading the book and when I wasn't reading the book, I was thinking about what I had read, the characters and about what may happen next.  

Dan Brown writes about a secret society, the Priory of Sion, and its members, including Leonardo Da Vinci.  He writes of modern Christianity, Paganism, Art and how they are all connected to Jesus and Mary Magdalene.  Without spoiling the story for anyone interested in reading it, I can just tell you that it is a must read!  I was so intrigued by what I had read that I even called Father Mc Gonegal, at our church, to talk about it.  He said, "Those rumors have been around for a long time."  He asked me, if they were true, would that make any difference to me, to which I responded, "No."  Father said he lives his life based on Jesus’ teachings, not whether or not any of these “theories” are true.  Father Mc Gonegal said that he read the book too, and found it to be a fascinating read as well.  I highly suggest reading it, I am quite certain that I will read it again sometime in the future.

The Painter's Loft

The Painter's loft is the project that I have been working in for more than a year now; I was hired specifically to run this job.  We are turning an old brick building into 20 new, luxury lofts.  All of the units will have all new plumbing, exposed brick walls, new HVAC and electric and 14' high ceilings.  There will also be spiral staircases in the first floor units and an 809 square foot resident’s deck, on the roof.  There are huge, expensive windows that make this old building look fantastic.  Four of the 2nd floor units will have a balcony and all will have a view of a growing and historic neighborhood.  The building also borders the train and rapid tracks, which gives it a "downtown New York/Chicago feeling."  

The building used to be an old paint manufacturing company, on the west side of Cleveland (thus the name Painter's Loft).  When I am done with it, it should look really nice.  The project is a lot of fun and a wonderful learning experience for me.  I take a lot of pride 

in the work that is being done and I look forward to coming to work every day.  I love seeing all the changes that occur every day and of course I really like the compliments I get from the bosses.  I am given a lot of latitude to make decisions regarding hiring, firing and 

suggestions, I have also included many of my own ideas and touches into the building.  The main thing we are trying to do is to preserve the history of the building, by incorporating as much of the old fixtures and trinkets into to new units; we have even added the old service elevator car as part of one of the units.

It took a while to get things rolling on site, but things really look good now.  In fact, we have sold our first unit, the 2045 s.f. unit.  I’ll be happier when we sell them all, but one is good so far.  

If you would like to check on the progress, you can go to our company website at www.suttonbuilders.com  there is even a section of my job site photos.

The Florida Hurricane’s

On Friday, August 13th, Hurricane Charley rocked the small Florida town of Punta Gorda.  The eye of the Hurricane passed right through the beachfront community, alone Florida’s gulf coast, leaving a trail of devastation in its wake.  The damage was so bad that Governor Jeb Bush gave an early estimate at $15 Billion dollars.  

Three years ago, a small part of the Burdick family moved to Punta Gorda; my Uncle Mike and his wife Elizabeth and my Aunt Linda and her husband Dan.  Up until then, I had never heard of Punta Gorda, but I knew it had to be nice since they picked that spot to move to.  

When Charley came ashore, they braced themselves for the category 5 hurricane.  Houses were toppled, trailer parks were demolished, cars were thrown hundreds of feet, and the city was left in ruins.  Charley stuck around for about three hours, remembers my Aunt Linda, the whole time they stayed hunkered down in a closet.  When he finally left the area, every member of the family was safe!  When the damage was assessed, Mike and Elizabeth’s house was a total loss and Linda and Dan’s house suffered mostly wind and water damage.  All of the utilities were knocked out but their spirits remained high.  Speaking to Linda and Dan, over the phone, they sounded upbeat and glad to still be alive.  Uncle Dan said “it is like camping; we’re grilling every day, and spending a lot of time together.”

Since Charley went through, Florida was hit with Hurricane Frances, Hurricane Ivan and Hurricane Jeanne, 4 hurricanes in 6 weeks!  I’ve always wanted to live in Florida, but lately, I’ll take the snow any day to one of those Hurricanes!  I’m just glad everyone down there is ok, my thoughts are with them.  As I am writing this, Hurricane Ivan is rearing its ugly head, again, threatening to hit the east coast of Florida, my thoughts are with everyone down there.

The 1924 Stockholm Games

I am sure everyone is proud of the job that our athletes did over in Greece during the Olympics, over 100 medals was quite an accomplishment.  That’s just one more reason to be proud to be an American.  

From May 5th until July 27th, 1912, Stockholm Sweden hosted the Summer Olympic Games.  Twenty-eight nations competed, with 2547 athletes, including 57 women competitors.  The Stockholm games had two technical innovations that year: it was the first time that a public address system was used in the Olympics and electrical timing was also introduced.  

At the time, the major story coming out of the games was about Jim Thorpe, who won both the Pentathlon and the decathlon with ease.  Jim Thorpe was so popular, at the time, he was dubbed, “the most wonderful athlete in the world,” by the king of Sweden.  

The 1912 Olympics was the first Olympic Games to draw extensive, front page coverage in the United States; however one shining star was omitted from all the headlines, one athlete in particular, a man by the name of Jervis Burdick.  Jervis was a lesser-known athlete competing in what was called “Athletics,” and though he didn’t come close to medaling, I’m proud of him, just the same.  

I don’t have a lot of information on Jervis, but what I do know is that he was a superb athlete, competing in many tournaments in High school and college, qualifying him to make the Olympic team and to represent our country.  I’m sure I will find out more, but I wanted to share what little information I had on him.  

November 2nd 2004

Don’t forget to vote!  This is a very important election, one that can’t be ignored.  There are a lot of key issues that the candidates are debating on, very important issues.  As a country at war, we can’t overlook what is important to us as a nation, what is important to our future and what is important for our economy.  

Happy Birthday, dear Burdick’s

Dan Ross Oct. 1st, Dan Burdick, Oct 05th, Melissa (Hanslik) Burdick, Oct 10th, Me, Nov 05th, Donna (Gauchat) Chapon-my Mother, Nov 27th, Richard Burdick, Dec 05th, Linda (Burdick) Ross Dec 20th, Randi (Burdick) Butcher Dec 28th, Miranda Burdick, Jan 16th, Danny Burdick, Feb 15th, 

Happy Anniversary

My wife and I are celebrating our 4th wedding anniversary on Sept 30th.  The following day my brother Dan and his lovely wife Lisa are celebrating their 5th anniversary.  To Dan and Lisa-Happy Anniversary, we love you guys!!!  To my loving wife, Happy Anniversary, I love you!!

A Concerned Family Member

It has been brought to my attention that one of my relatives does not wish to have any references to him or his birthday included in my newsletters.  I just assumed that it would be ok to wish people a happy birthday or remind family of upcoming birthdays.  If anyone has a

concern with me using their name or birthday in my newsletters, please email me or call me and I will not include them anymore.

Updates, Updates, Updates

As usual, I am putting out my request for information, from everyone in the family.  I’m am looking for old photo’s, old letters, birth, death, marriage certificates, etc.  I am looking for things from my young cousins and nephew; art projects, poems, photos, etc.  From my new subscribers; any information on your line of the family, lineage etc.  This is and will continue to be a wonderful Burdick resource, not only for current information but also for past Burdick’s and what our ancestors did in the world, which makes your contributions even more valuable.  

I am going to try to put out another Newsletter around Christmas time, so that gives you plenty of time to go through your things.  To my relatives in Florida, I would be happy to copy and hold any valuable documents to prevent damage, from future storms and bad weather.    

So, go through your old boxes, buried deep in the attic and see if there is anything that I could use for our genealogy archives.  As you know, I will take good care of anything you find.  

Contributions to upcoming Newsletters can be made to jburdick88@sbcglobal.net 

I hope to hear from everyone, very soon!!!
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