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Newsletter Time again?

That’s right, another installment of my family newsletter.  I’m still not getting the contributions that I would like, but that’s ok, eventually I will get something out of each and every one of you!!!  It is a great time to be a Burdick, the family is growing, 

The Newest Burdick Part II

As I am sure most all of you know, my daughter Miranda was the newest Burdick for barely a month.  Not long after she was born, she would have to hand over that title to her cousin Jacob, born to Lisa and Dan Burdick.  In Lisa’s own words, here’s her story of Jacob…….  “Hi everyone!!  Just wanted to write a little note in with Joe's newsletter to let you know how we are all doing!!  I'm sure you all heard that we had another addition to our family on March 6, 2003!!  His name is Jacob Michael and he weighed in at 10lbs. 5 ounces and was 22 inches long!!  We couldn't believe it!!  We knew he was measuring big near my last trimester so they had to do another ultrasound to confirm the due date.  My original due date was March 8th, but by ultrasound it was moved up to Feb. 20th.  Of course I was excited thinking I was going to go early, but that just didn't happen :)   My whole pregnancy was pretty uneventful, I was just really nauseated those first 3 months, but after that it was smooth sailing!!  They were going to induce me on March 6th, Thursday, when I was 39 weeks, but Wednesday night I started having contractions and Dan and I went in about 11:30pm.  Joe and Melissa were wonderful and had volunteered to have Danny overnight just in case I needed to go in earlier, so it worked out great.  I was pretty comfortable all night, contractions were 2-5 minutes apart, and I was 4cm's dilated all night without any pain.  By about 10:30 they decided to break my water to induce labor and they added the Pitocin.  By 11:30am I needed my epidural, I started pushing at 1:10pm and Jacob was out by 1:34pm!!  It's amazing how fast they come out the second time around!!  It was wonderful and I had no pain thanks to my epidural!  I watched the whole thing with a mirror, and we had my mom and Dan's mom with us as I delivered.  It was really nice having them in there, they cried and cried!!  He was very healthy and I recuperated slowly but surely, but I noticed he wasn't moving his left arm as much as the right.  I heard the OB doctor tell the nurses to check his clavicles when he came out and they said he was fine, and the pediatrician covering for my doctor also said he was fine.  Well, I still felt like something wasn't right and once in awhile I could hear a grinding noise, so when I took him for his check-up with my pediatrician she found that his collarbone was broken.  Of course I was very upset, but I guess all they do for them is splint their arm against their chest with the sleeve of their outfit, so we did that for 2 weeks.  His arm is now healed, but it was very difficult going through that.  He moves it just fine and has good strength in it!!  Just enough strength to hit Danny:)  Danny is doing wonderful with him!  He kisses and hugs him all the time and is very protective of him.  There has never been any jealousy, and he is such a big help.  Danny is finally potty trained, too, what a relief!!  Just in time for me to go back to work in 1 1/2 weeks.  I've been off for my full 12 weeks and it has been great, but I love my job, too, and am looking forward to going back.  I'll still be full time for now working 3, 12 hour shifts 7pm-7am, to catch up on some bills, but we'll see after a few months where we are at.  Dan is doing great with his lawn business; he has about 50 lawns now.  He is really enjoying working for himself and making his own hours!!  I'm really proud of him!!  Well, I should probably get this to Joe so he can insert this into his letter, so everyone take care and I will update you again in the next letter                        Lisa, Dan, Danny & Jacob”

Of course the family is very proud of Lisa and Dan, and Danny too, he is a wonderful big brother!

Joe and Miranda Burdick’s Baptism

On April 19th 2003, I had the privilege of being baptized with my daughter, I have to say that it was a truly wonderful thing to experience and I wouldn’t trade it for anything.  The Easter Vigil at St. Ignatius Church is something special to see, from the blessing of the water and fire to the readings to the full choir, if you haven’t experienced it, I suggest you do.  

The Mass started at 9:00 p.m. and lasted about two hours and as usual, Fr. Mc Gonegal put on a wonderful show.  When it came time to baptize all the catechumens, we all gathered around the font, in a large circle.  Besides me and Miranda, there were about 20 other people being baptized or renewing their baptism vows!  Miranda was the first to be baptized.  Earlier in the day, Sister Dianne called me to say that Fr wanted to baptize her in the nude, as is the traditional way to do it.  So Melissa and I, along with the God parents, my friend Dave Shapiro and Melissa’s sister Paula Keeney, went up to the font and handed Miranda to Fr. Mc Gonegal.  Miranda was dunked three times in the water, each time letting out a shudder as she was immersed into the water.  Sister Dianne told me the water would be warm when she would be dunked in it, I soon found out how warm it really was, or should I say wasn’t!!  After Fr blessed Miranda, he kissed her belly and handed her to Melissa, and then it was my turn.  Of course I was fully clothed when he baptized me, but when he put that water over my head, a chill went through my body, it felt like ice water!  He got me good, with three hand fulls of water, and then we were blessed with the chrism (oil), which had a very woodsy smell to it.  

Miranda was so good throughout the whole mass, especially for being up way past her bed time.  After the service was completed, it seemed like everyone in the church came up to us to congratulate us and also to tell us how wonderful and beautiful Miranda is-though no one told me that I am attractive, oh well.  One older woman came up to me and congratulated us, walked away and came back a few minutes later and handed Melissa and 5 dollar bill for Miranda, that was so thoughtful.  That’s the way the people are at St. Ignatius, they make us feel like we are part of a big family.  By the way, since I was being confirmed too, as a confirmation name, I chose Simeon.  I wanted to carry the name on, since it was once a very popular name in the family, and also because I had a strange feeling when I was standing over his wife’s grave.  A feeling as if someone was saying to me, “it’s about time you got here; we’ve been waiting for you.”  As you have read, I described that adventure in a past newsletter!

The next day, Easter Sunday, Melissa invited everyone she could think of to join us and celebrate Miranda’s baptism and also Easter too.  Of course, Melissa out-did herself with the cooking.  There was so much food in our house and Melissa cooked it all.  It was cooked in chafing dishes and warming over sterno’s, one person even asked, “Who catered this?” that made Melissa feel really good to hear.  She does such a wonderful job with those things, and she loves doing it too.  Her food is the same quality, if not better, than what you would get in a five star restaurant-thank god I’m not paying five star prices for my dinners, I’d be broke!  

All in all, about 50 people showed up to celebrate with us.  A lot of both our families showed up and some friends came by too.  Marge Burdick showed up too, for all you that do not know Marge, she is my Grandfather’s widow.  Marge did something so wonderful; it actually brought tears to my eyes.  She left an envelope with Miranda’s name on it, and in it was a letter, which read: “For Miranda- from Grandpa Warren Burdick…..Joe and Melissa-Your Grandfather had this two dollar bill-I want to give it to Miranda, so she has something from her Great Grandfather.  He would be proud of her- Love Marge.”  And in the envelope was a two dollar bill.  A few newsletters ago, I described the importance of the two dollar bills and exactly how much I appreciate them.  So as I was reading this and realized what she had done, I got choked up and had to try to hold back my tears, which wasn’t easy because Melissa, who was sitting next to me, was crying her eyes out.  Thank you so very much Marge, that was so very thoughtful of you, I can’t describe how appreciative I am for what you did.  And thank you for knowing how much I would love the gesture, Miranda will always have that two dollar bill and she will always know how important her Great Grandfather was.  Thank You!

Baptism Number Two

Jacob Michael Burdick was baptized on May 25, 2003 at St. Joseph’s Church in Avon Lake, Ohio.  It was a nice mass, and Jake was wonderful throughout the whole thing.  Lisa and Dan asked me to be Jake’s God father and Lisa’s sister Kathy to be his God mother, of course I couldn’t refuse and I am truly honored that they wanted me to be part of his special day.  The ceremony lasted about an hour and was very informal.  My job was to hold a lit candle; I only blew it out once!!!  

After the baptism, Lisa and Dan had a little party at their house to celebrate.  A lot of Lisa’s immediate family was there was well as our Mom and Dad and some of their friends too.  We all feel grateful for our big families and for our wonderful friends!!  I would also like to add that Lisa did a wonderful job with the dinner.  She had a huge buffet of a lot of different foods.  The dinner was casual but very well done.  I would be remiss if I did not mention the ambrosia she made-one of my personal favorites, also something that my late grandmother made a lot.  

Howard Burdick’s Website 

As you know, Howard Burdick has a website: www.burdickfamily.org. In his site, Howard offers a lot of valuable information about Burdick’s other than in our immediate family.  Another thing Howard is offering is CD-ROM versions of the books, “The Descendants of Robert Burdick of Rhode Island,” and “The Burdick Family Chronology.”  Howard also wanted me to mention that his lovely wife Lois is putting together a cook book of favorite Burdick recipe’s, and is looking for contributions????  If anyone is interested in any of these things, Howard can be reached at the above link.  I highly recommend checking it out; I have been for over three years now.  Though we have never met, Howard and I have formed an on-line friendship and we even keep each other up to date on the goings on in our families.  

Warren Burdick

I received a call from the Endicott, NY school board recently; apparently my persistence has paid off.  My Grandfather is going to receive an honorary diploma form his former high school, Union/Endicott High School.  

About a year ago, I heard about some old WWII veterans getting theirs, even though they never graduated, some of the vet’s had even died years ago.  I got the idea to contact my Grandfather’s old school district to see if they could do that for me too.  So, even though my Grandfather passed away over two years ago, he is still going to get the diploma he wished he could have received years ago.  It should be here any day now!  I requested any of his transcripts that they could find too.

If any immediate family members are interested in obtaining a copy, I would be happy to barter for some form of contribution to my next newsletter!!


Burdick’s in Sports

Through my research, I have found a lot of Burdick’s that have become stellar athletes. From Matthew Burdick, a kicker at Wake Forest, who tied the school record with a 53 yard field goal against Appalachian State and was a semi-finalist for the Lou Groza award, to Bill and Lloyd Burdick, to many more.

William Byron Burdick was born on Tuesday, October 11th, 1859.  He began his Major League baseball career on July 23rd, 1888, with the Indianapolis Hoosiers.  He played only two seasons for the Hoosiers, with a batting average of a mere .141.  He also pitched 30 games, compiling a record of 12-14, with an ERA of 3.17, with 56 walks, 71 strike outs; he hit 6 batters and pitched 22 complete games.  Then there was Lloyd Burdick.  Lloyd played Tackle for the 1931-1932 Chicago Bears.  He played alongside Bears greats such as: Bronco Nagurski, Dick Nesbitt and Red Grange.  During the 1932 season, the Chicago Bears won the National title against the Portsmouth Spartans, leading the way was Bronco Nagurski hitting Red Grange for a two yard touchdown pass.  

It is so amazing what one can find on the internet, just typing in “Burdick,” there are over 161,000 results.  Type in Burdick’s in sports and see how many athletes our family has produced, it’s incredible.  

Descendants of George Washington’s Army
In my last newsletter, I spoke of the Son’s of the American Revolution, well, I can do one better.  I have found out that we had a relative that was in George Washington’s First Continental Army.  I found a Gideon Burdick, born on November 6th 1762 in Hopkinton RI, was a drummer boy in George Washington’s Army.  Not only did Gideon serve three tours of duty, but he also served guard duty over Major Andre, an infamous British spy.  Do you see the importance of this?  Our family members served side by side with George Washington.  For me, that’s fascinating.  Up until about 4 years ago, I didn’t even realize there were other Burdick’s outside our immediate family, now I am discovering that they knew the first President of the United States.  

Below is an interesting story of Gideon’s daughter, Rebecca, an original pioneer woman….

Twenty thousand pioneers lost their lives in the effort to reach the Golden West. They had no means of marking the graves of the dead in those prairie stretches. Only one grave out of all twenty thousand, so far as we know, is marked. This is the grave of a pioneer mother near Scottsbluff, Nebraska. 

Over the years Rebecca Winters' grave has served as a reminder of the hardship on the old Mormon Pioneer Trail. It would be impossible to know how many people have visited the site over the years, but her grave has had a profound effect on many.
Rebecca was part of an early Mormon expedition to the Great Salt Lake area of Utah, when she contracted cholera and died as the group passed through Nebraska's western Panhandle region.
Rebecca was born December 16, 1802 at Cayuga, New York to Gideon and Catherine Burdick. Gideon Burdick was a drummer boy in George Washington's army. She married Hiram Winters in 1824. They had five children: Oscar, Alonzo, Hiram, Rebecca and Helen.
While en route to Utah, many members of the wagon train Rebecca was traveling with contracted cholera. She helped care for them until she became afflicted and passed away on August 15.
According to the testimony of her husband, Winters was buried wrapped in blankets and placed between two levels of wood planks to protect her body.
A family friend, William Fletcher Reynolds, obtained a steel wagon wheel rim that had been found on the trail, and spent the night chiseling "Rebecca Winters - Aug 1982 - Age 50" on the rim. His young daughter, Ellis Reynolds, held a candle to give him light.
Lorenzo DeMott homesteaded the land where the grave stands. He included a provision that the grave would not be disturbed when he sold the Burlington Railroad Co. a right of way through his land, but the 1899 survey would have taken the line directly over the grave. DeMott spent a great amount of time legally fighting the railroad which was required to survey again.
In 1902, a granite headstone was placed to the west of the iron rim by family members. "She died a faithful Latter-day Saint August 15, 1852, aged 50 years, while making that memorable journey across the plains with her people to find a new home in the far distant Salt Lake Valley. She gave her life for her faith. Her reward will be according to her works," is the epitaph.
The Katahdin Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution has maintained the gravesite since forming in 1921. In 1929, the chapter placed a Real Daughter Marker at the site. The marker was stolen during WWII possibly to sell the bronze plaque. Several years later the chapter replaced the marker with the one seen today.
In 1994, Burlington Northern officials decided to relocate the grave due to its proximity to the railroad tracks. The grave was located just 6 feet from the tracks.
The new grave site, located about 900 feet east of the original grave, was rededicated on June 22, 1996. It looks identical to the old one, with the original wagon wheel iron and the two monuments.  

The railroad company actually changed the direction of the track so as to not disturb her final resting place.  WOW!

Upcoming Birthday’s

Carl Butcher-June 9th, Zachary King-July 25th, Chrissy King-August 1st, Elizabeth Butcher-August 16th, Eric Burdick-August 25th, Dan Ross-Oct. 1st, Dan Burdick-Oct. 5th, Melissa (Hanslik)Burdick-Oct 10th, Lisa Burdick-Oct 16th, 

Anniversaries

Congratulations to Mike and Elizabeth Burdick for their anniversary this may.  Carl and Randi (Burdick) Butcher will be celebrating an anniversary on Jun 19th.  On September 30th, my wife and I will be celebrating our 3rd anniversary.  Dan and Lisa will be celebrating their 4th on October 1st.  

Entrepreneurs in the Family

I just wanted to tell everyone how proud I am of both, my wife Melissa and my brother Dan.  They both had the guts, and the backing of their spouse, to quit their regular job and start their own business.  As Lisa said in her email on the front page, Dan has his own lawn care service with 50 regular customers.  Dan is so busy that he is turning people away.  

Melissa has her own house cleaning service called: Home Sweep Home, which is doing really well too.  Though she hasn’t made us rich yet, she is surely trying!  I am very proud of them both and I hope they both make a million.

Melissa also wanted me to mention that I have a new job.  I am working for a much respected builder in the Tremont neighborhood.  I am a project supervisor for Sutton Builders and I couldn’t be happier.  In my previous company there were a lot of changes being made in a short amount of time, so I knew I needed to start looking, luckily my friend Dave Shapiro told me about Sutton Builders and so far things are going great!

Upcoming Newsletters

I have put my requests out to other Burdick’s, outside the immediate family, to make contributions to this.  I am waiting to hear back from a current Senator from Oregon and a former Navy Captain as well.  My ultimate goal is to make this less about me and my brothers and more about you and other branches of the Burdick tree.  I know my artistic young cousins must have something they can contribute so your aunts and uncles and future relatives can see.  

I do this, not to judge people if I find out something that may have been hidden, but to celebrate the person and their role in the family.  I’ve discovered a few things that are probably better left unsaid, but I too, have plenty of skeletons in my closet and I have made my fair share of mistakes that I wish I could fix, however I am not here to re-write history.  I do this as my hobby, a hobby that I am getting great satisfaction out of.  My only hope is that perhaps you, as the reader, get some pleasure in this and maybe find out a few things you never knew about our Burdick history.  I am proud to be a Burdick and I will instill this pride in my daughter.  She will grow up learning about our heritage and with any good luck; she will want to join in the research with her Daddy.  






























































